Noncompressive spinal radiculitis.
Sciatica can be caused by a herniated disc (compressive neuropathy) or by the process of disc degeneration (noncompressive neuropathy). Laminectomy and discectomy usually produce a good result in compressive neuropathy, whereas surgery for noncompressive neuropathy, if necessary, consists of complete excision of the disc and anterior interbody fusion, posterior fusion, or both. Noncompressive spinal radiculitis is a biochemical, not a biomechanical, problem. Phospholipase A2, substance P, and increased fibrinolytic activity have been implicated in the process.